MINUTES OF DYFFRYN ARDUDWY AND TALYBONT COMMUNITY COUNCIL MEETING HELD AT THE COMMUNITY CENTRE, DYFFRYN ARDUDWY AT  7.30 P.M. ON  1.10.24
10.1  APOLOGIES
Cllrs. Denise Stone, Evan Owen.
10.2  PRESENT
Cllr. William Hooban (Chairman), Nia Rees (Vice Chairman), Sion Ifor Williams, Beth Bailey, Jennifer Yuill,  Edward Griffiths Sian Edwards, John Ceri Evans, Edward Williams, and Eryl Jones Williams (Gwynedd Council).
14 members of the public were present.

The Chair was taken by the Vice Chairman for the below matter as the Chairman had an interest in the site.

The Vice Chairman welcomed Mike Tibbetts and Diane Follows from the Regeneration Group to the meeting to discuss the future of the Y Tir site. They stated the need to create a new committee for Y Tir and this with members from across the community. Diane Follows read a statement prepared by her and Mr. Tibbetts. The Vice Chairman welcomed  Tracy Brookes from the Y Tir committee to address the Council and she asked if the Community Council would be willing to steer the meeting to create a new committee and wanting to know why members of the Regeneration Group were now so interested in Y Tir . The Vice Chairman welcomed Mr. Mike Evans of ADRA and the Council Members was informed that ADRA supports the project and does not run it and was of the opinion that everyone that was interested in getting a job on the new committee for them to apply. Also it was reported that there are 9 months of the current lease left. 'It also suggested that the Community Council act as a panel to interview interested parties that want to take up a position within the new committee. It was decided to discuss this matter when it would come up on the agenda and the Vice Chairman thanked everyone for attending this evening's meeting and handed over the reins to the Chairman.
10.3  CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENT
The Chairman had no announcements to make.
10.4  MINUTES 
The minutes of the meeting held on September 3rd 2024 were found to be correct. 
10.5  MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
Item 9.9.(E) The Clerk reported that Mr. Steffan Jones from Gwynedd Council was prepared to meeting with the Members Monday afternoon 14th of this month or the Friday afternoon 18th of this month to discuss the public toilets in the village. It was agreed to ask him to meet some of the Members on the 14th at 1.30 p.m. It was reporteed that the official opening of the car park had been successful.
Item 9.12 Cllr. Nia Rees reported that the Tidying Up Team had received a price to install a new fence in the football field and Cllrs. Edward Williams and Sion Ifor Williams agreed to look for other prices before accepting this price. It was agreed to ask the Tidying Up Team if it would be okay for the Council to order the goods but that they would carry out the work and hire a machine and Cllr. Nia Rees agreed to deal with this issue.
10.6  DECLARATION OF INTEREST.
No Member declared an interest on any matter.
10.7  GWYNEDD COUNCIL MATTERS
The following report was received from Cllr. Eryl Jones Williams:-  Several local people have asked me not to resign as Trustee of the local village hall. As a result I have decided to remain as Trustee for the time being. The Gwynedd Article 4 scheme came into force on 1 September. The owners of private houses have to seek planning permission to change the property into a second or holiday home. This effects parts of Gwynedd outside the Snowdonia National Park at present. The SNP plan a similar scheme that will effect this area on 1 June 2025. Legal challenges are 
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expected against Gwynedd in the near future on the grounds that Article 4 will effect property values etc. Because of the dire financial situation at Gwynedd Council discussions are taking place to increase parking fees, refuse collection, care services, council fees etc. This is in addition to a cuts in services available to local residents. An update on the financial situation will be given by the Chief Executive in mid October, but things do not look good at all. Gwynedd has prosecuted a shop for selling tobacco cigarettes and e vapes to young people. Fines in the region of £7,000 were imposed. Work has started on a multi million pound sea defence scheme near the Last Inn, Barmouth on the A496. There will be delays at times and motorists are being asked to be vigilant and allow more time as the traffic lights could be three way. Gwynedd has started building affordable homes for the first time in 30 years, Three 3 bed affordable homes are being built on the old Library site in Llanberis as part of a 90 Ty Gwynedd project by 2027 throughout Gwynedd. Along with the Housing Association there are plans for a 1000 new homes for rent. Sadly ADRA nor Gwynedd have plans to build in LL44 and LL43 at present as there is a higher demand in other areas. I am concerned at the number of people who are leaving Gwynedd. 5,400 since the last census. The new Sherpa bus service to Snowdon attracted 73,000 passengers this summer. The project was a joint scheme between Gwynedd, SNP and the Police. When the Penrhos Polish Care home closed near Pwllheli two years ago there was concern at the lack of Residential Care beds. Gwynedd and Betsi NHS along with North Wales housing are to build affordable homes along with nursing and residential beds on the site and have had support from the Welsh Government. When I was chair of care and housing scrutiny along with local councillor Angella Russell we pressed for this project as a matter of urgency to meet local needs. At present too many dementia sufferers are having to leave Gwynedd to find nursing care in places like Llangollen, Welshpool and Colwyn Bay. I have not yet had conformation as to when the dementia units at Barmouth and Llan Ffestiniog will be opened. Details of a local road closure have been sent to the clerk. Bus passes can be used on the local trains until next March, but there is an issue about where to obtain tickets. I have asked Transport for Wales for details. If you book on line then you have to pay even though you have a free pass. I am available on 01341242758. Cllr Eryl Jones-Williams.

10.8  PLANNING APPLICATIONS
None come to hand since the last meeting.
10.9  MATTERS ARISING
A    Budget Plan 

It was reported that the Council had spent £69,929.60 (including bank charges) since the start of the new financial year and this was £35,182.60 more expenditure than what  was earmarked in the budget for the year. This is mainly because the Council has paid the final payment regarding development of the car park in the new financial year.
B   Dyffryn Ardudwy and Talybont Improvements Group
There was nothing to report regarding the above but Cllr. Edward Griffiths agreed to attended meetings of this Group on behalf of the Community Council.
C  Village Hall
Cllr. Edward Griffiths reported that he had been told that the dead bolt on the door was not supposed to be there and he had asked Mr. Simon Jones to look at this, he had also received a price from Veolia for recycling bins with this being £33 per month. 'The hall café needed to be put on next month's agenda because there were some interested to run the café in question. It was reported that there was black mould in the small kitchen that needed attention. 
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D   Inspection of bus shelters, cemeteries and play park
Cllr. Sian Edwards reported that she had not carried out the above inspection but Cllr. Jennifer Yuill reported that the public cemetery was fine apart from the fact that two large branches had fallen on the land outside the cemetery and Cllr. Edward Griffiths agreed to deal with this matter, It was reported that one of the gravestones was not safe and it was agreed to make enquiries who the family responsible for the stone in question were. The above inspection will not now be carried out until April, but in the meantime the Members will be keeping an eye on the condition of the play equipment, bus shelters and cemeteries.
E   Christmas 2024
Cllr. Beth Bailey informed the Members that some new lighting was needed and she tried to contact the company that had sold lights to the Council last year. Cllr. Sian Edwards reported that she had spoken to the PCSOs and the Primary School and agreed to ask Mr. Iwan Meirion Williams about christmas trees.
F   Election of Councillor
The Clerk reported that the notice had expired on the 9th of this month and that three names had been received by the Electoral Officer in Caernarfon for the vacant seat. Because nobody had called for an election to be held that this Council had now the right to co-opt one of these three. The Clerk reported that she had prepared a paper for each Member and a secret ballot would be held. After counting the votes it was confirmed that Mr. Tegid John had been successful.
G   Cylch Meithrin y Gromlech
It was reported that the above Cylch was a very prosperous one and it was agreed after discussion to give a financial contribution to the above every March and that the particular amount be included in the Council precept which will be discussed in January.
H   Remembrance Sunday
The Clerk reported that Ms Ceri Griffiths had agreed to come and play the horn, it was also reported that some of the ATC members  were willing to attend. It was decided that Cllr. Jennifer Yuill would ask Mrs Alma Griffiths to take the service and that Cllr. Sian Edwards would ask Mr.Roy Gamlin to participate and also contact the primary schooland Ysgol Feithrin. It was agreed to ask Mr. Derek Hayward about the sound system.
I    Y Tir
Following what had been discussed at the beginning of the meeting Mr. Mike Evans of ADRA suggested that the Community Council act as arbitrators with the establishment of the new Y Tir committee and they put an advertisement out in the area that they were accepting applications from those who were interested to be part of the committee and they send an application in to the Clerk along with a copy of their CV and thier vision for the Y Tir project for the next 5 years by 1st November 2024. Members will discuss the applications received and then conduct interviews if necessary.
10.10  CORRESPONDANCE
A   Gwynedd Council – Highways Department

Received an email from the above Department informing the Council that because the railway crossing on footpath number 47 is unsafe following an inspection by Network Rail this footpath will have to be closed for a period of time.
B   Gwynedd Council – Highways Department
Received a reply from above regarding issues raised at the last Council meeting stating that the issue of double yellow lines being placed on the roadside from the car park up to the Fox's store has been sent to Iwan Ap Trefor at 
the Traffic Department in Caernarfon. The Clerk reported further that she had received an email from Mr. Ap. Trevor 
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stating that the application had been submitted to the traffic service for comment.
Informing the Council that the Inspector has been to see the potholes on Gors y Gedol Road and stating they had not reached the threshold where they require attention before the end of the next working day but confirms that he has arranged for them to be repaired as a non-maintenance of class two within the next three weeks.

The Council was informed that the Inspector considers the grass on the roadside from Llanddwywe down towards the Dyffryn Seaside Estate did not appear to be creating danger on site with the passing places clear. As a result, he will keep track of the situation on survey visits.

C   Gwynedd Council – Highways Department
Received a letter from the above regarding a works programme for October and stating the Our Area Tidying Up Team will visit the area between the 14th and 18th of this month.
D   Gwynedd Council –Environment Department
Received an email from the above informing the Council that the road from Bryn Awelon, Dyffryn Ardudwy up to Gornant Uchaf, Dyffryn Ardudwy will be closed on the 28th of this month on health and safety grounds for the public during the restoration of a defective pole and associated cable works on behalf of Openreach.

E    Mr. Duncan Newport
Received another  e-mail from the above. It was decided not to reply to this email this evening because Members had only received it during the day today and some had not had a chance to read it and some had not yet seen it.
It was agreed that the Clerk reply to Mr. Newport stating that because the Members had not received the e-mail until today and that this evening was too short notice to discuss it, they would discuss it’s contents at the next meeting of the Council.
10.11  TREASURER’S REPORT
The Treasurer reported that there was £25,725.02 in the current account and  £55,285.71 in the reserve account.       
Invoices needed to be paid since last meeting
Mrs Annwen Hughes  -   £273.06 (wages) + £111.60 costs = £384.66 
Evergreen                      -  £830.00 –  cut grass in cemeteries  

Mr. Gary Martayn        -  £285.00  -  cut grass in play park and around the benches 

Mr. G. J. Williams         -    £87.00  -  cut grass in various places in Talybont 

One Voice Wales          -    £80.00  -  Councillors Training

Tirwedd                         -  £120.00  -  treatment of japanese knotweed

Customs & Excise         -  £204.80  -  tax on Clerk’s wages

Mr. M. J. Kerr                -  £480.00  -  opening grave re the late Miss Katie Jones

Mr. M. J. Kerr                -    £90.00  -  opening grave re the late Ms Olive Archer (ashes)

Mr. William Hooban     -   £64.78  -   top soil for play park
The above payments were processesed by Cllr. Jennifer Yuill and Cllr. Edward Griffiths approved the payments and permission was granted to the Clerk/Treasurer to make payment on line or by cheque at the end of the meeting. 
Ceisiadau am gymorth ariannol (hyd at 21.9.24)

Dyffryn Elves                         -  £500.00*
Wales Air Ambulance           - £500.00  

Village Hall Committee     - £3,000.00  

Eisteddfod Ardudwy         -     £500.00
*This payment would be paid into the Regeneration Group bank account once the Treasurer had received their bank details.
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Monies received since last meeting
Pritchard a Griffiths - £1,824.00 – burial re the late Miss Katie Lousie Jones
Invoices paid since the last meeting

Catrin Soraya Williams – None - translation services 
The Treasurer reported that she had received the External Audit report back and that they stated the Council had not completed part 2 of the Annual Statement although this had been minuted in the June minutes that the form had been completed.  The Members and the Treasurer considered this to be wrong because they remembered that the Annual Statement form was completed at the meeting in June and that the Chairman and Treasurer signed two copies on the night so that the Clerk had one to keep. It was agreed that the Clerk contact Audit Wales stating that the Annual Statement they had received was not the correct one and they wanted the External Auditor to re-look at the form.
10.12  ANY OTHER MATTERS
The Chairman stated that any other matter coming to the attention of Members before the Council meeting needed to be placed on the Whatsapp group from now on.

None of the Members were happy that one Councillor had recorded the meeting which had taken place on the 6th of August without their consent. The Clerk stated that this was a breach of the Council's Standing Orders and she had contacted the Monitoring Officer, Gwynedd Council about this seeking guidance from him on the matter but had not yet received a reply.
Because a photo of a car had been posted on facebook showing that it had parked on the roadside near the school and the owner of the adjoining land stating that there was no parking, the owner of the car had been told by the Police that it was okay to park at this location because there were no double yellow lines on the road and it was not parked in front of a dropped kerb.

Disappointment was voiced that the over-growth from Bro Endwyn towards Llanbedr had not been cut back.
SIGNED...............................................................CHAIRMAN
DATE...................................................................
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